
Welcome to 
Horsforth 
School
Monday 18th September



‘Getting Ready for Year 11’ Evening

Outcomes:
•Celebrate the current achievements
•Outline the Key Dates for Year 11
•Meet the Year 11 Staff
•Practical advice for the coming months 
and core subject specific advice



‘Opportunity and Achievement for All’ 

The Road Ahead…



‘Opportunity and Achievement for All’ 

Year 10 Progress
ATL and Progress

HT1 HT3 HT4 HT5

Average ATL of 

Year Group
4.97 5.08 5.15 5.19

How many 

students below 

ATL 4

7 3 3 3

How many 

students have 

more than 3 Ds?

/ 56 / 46

Average P8 of 

group\
/ -0.95 / -0.69

Year Group 

Attendance
93.6% 91.1% 91.4% 91.6%

Attitude to Learning: Pupils averaging over 5 on Attitude to Learning made, on 

average, a whole GCSE grade better progress than similar students nationally



Pastoral Support: Who will support your child?

Wider Pastoral team headed up by Mrs Nowell- Deputy Headteacher 

Mr Bennett- YC for Y11

Mr Croft: PBO for Y11

Team of 
experienced Year 11 

form tutors
Referral for specialist 

support /safeguarding team

Bespoke PSHCE lessons 
around mental health, stress 

and relaxation 

Mrs Bellis- Student Support 
and Mental Health

Mrs Reid - Attendance 
Support and Intervention

Individualised support plans



Mr Bennett 
(Year Coordinator)

Mrs Comiskey 
(Deputy Headteacher)

✓ 9 form tutors from English, Maths, Science and History  Departments
✓ Including Head of English, Maths, Science and History
✓ Experienced form tutors with bespoke knowledge of exams, careers, revision and Year 

11 student support. 
✓Assigned form groups according to need

Key Staff Progress



‘Opportunity and Achievement for All’ 

Year 10 Attendance

Punctuality:  Pupils that are late by 5 minutes everyday, miss out on 1 year of 

learning content 

Every 10% drop in attendance, a student is likely to achieve a grade less in 
their GCSE’s. 

• 95% attendance, pupils have 80% chance of achieving 5 GCSE’s
• 90% attendance, pupils have 60% chance of achieving 5 GCSE’s
• 85% attendance, pupils have 42% chance of achieving 5 GCSE’s
• 80% attendance, pupils have 24% chance of achieving 5 GCSE’s





Student Voice



Successful Students 2023



What makes success?

Exam

Success

Seek and 

accept 

help and 

support

Commitment 

to learning 

Regular 

Attendance

Engagement 

for Learning

Constant 

Revisiting



YOUR BEST IS ALL ANYONE CAN 
ASK OF YOU!



Looking after your physical and mental health during 
Year 11:

•Make time for things you enjoy

•Talk to others about how you feel

•Try to find balance

•Take care of your physical health

•Focus on yourself – now is the time to be selfish



Looking after yourself while preparing for exams:

•Make a REALISTIC revision timetable and stick to it

•Work in the best way for you

•Find or form a study group

•Revise in the best place for you 

•Ask for support from your teachers

•Take breaks from your revision



Looking after yourself on the day of your exams:

•Plan ahead and prepare the night before

• Start your day the best you can by getting a good nights’ 
sleep

•Breakfast = fuel

• Feeling a little anxious? 

•Remind yourself that it'll be over soon!



Looking after yourself after your exams:

•Try not to compare your answers to others

•Focus on what’s next………. You cannot change the past 
so move on to what’s coming up 

•Reward yourself – time away from your studies, doing 
something fun, your favourite meal. Relax



Revision Techniques and Support



Early revision is essential



‘Opportunity and Achievement for All’ 

Subject Specific Advice



AQA English Language and AQA English 
Literature GCSE

English Language Paper 1: 
1 hr 45 mins – 4 reading questions on a fictional text and a 
written task of a description or story
English Language Paper 2:
1hrs 45 minutes – 4 reading questions on 2 non fiction 
texts and a non fiction written task where you give a 
viewpoint

Literature Paper 1:
1hr 45 minutes Romeo and Juliet and A Christmas Carol
Literature Paper 2:
2 hr 15 minutes An Inspector Calls, Poetry Anthology 
(Power and Conflict poems) and unseen poetry



AQA English Language and AQA English Literature GCSE

Students have already:

• Studied both Language Paper 1 and Language Paper 2 through a thematic 
approach (Education, Adventure and Exploration etc) and completed mocks 
or assessments on all elements of the papers;

• Studied a selection of unseen poetry at the start of year 10;

• Studied Romeo and Juliet and A Christmas Carol and completed mock 
assessments on these texts;

• Completed three poetry booklets at home introducing them to the power 
and conflict poems. 



English Language & Literature: What should students be doing at home to 
prepare?

Engaging fully in English, completing all homework and react tasks set on 
homework, assessments or mocks;

Re reading the literature texts (or listening to audio recordings/film versions);

Reading about the texts- critical reading packs will be supplied to help with this;

Making use of the resources on the Google Classroom;

Reading a range of non fiction (articles, newspapers etc);

Using Seneca, Century Tech and Massolit to revise the literature texts;

Using the three poetry booklets mentioned on the previous slide to ensure they have a 
baseline of knowledge on the poems;

Buying and using revision guides;

Learning spellings / new vocabulary.



English Language & Literature: What support will we offer?

Throughout Year 11, there will be opportunities for pupils to 
benefit from additional support:

❖Revision sessions for an hour every Thursday after school on the 
E corridor. All resources will be added to Google Classrooms after 
the sessions. 

❖Google classroom – where resources, homework reminders and tips 
are shared. Closer to the exam I will upload a past paper a week per 
subject. 

❖English booklet for the English form groups which is available for 
students in maths and science forms to work through too.

❖Extra Homework revision booklets on request.

❖Critical reader booklet for those students who are keen to 
complete extra reading around the GCSE Literature texts.



English:  What will students be doing in Year 11?

Autumn term
• Studying An Inspector Calls 
• Starting to study the poetry anthology- 15 poems linked with the themes of 

power and conflict
• Revisiting Language Paper 1 reading questions and writing skills
• Revising Romeo and Juliet and A Christmas Carol
• Sitting mock exams for both literature and language PAPER 1s.
Spring term
• Completing our study the poetry anthology
• Revisiting Language Paper 2 reading questions and writing skills
• Sitting mock exams for both literature and language PAPER 2s. 
• Revisiting unseen poetry
Summer term
• Revision for all exams
• End of May / start of June - exams



English Revision Guides

• Tell me more? A bundle of 7 GCSE English Language 
and Literature revision guides. They cover all topics for 
GCSEs in Language and Literature: Romeo and Juliet; An 
Inspector Calls; Power and Conflict Poetry; A Christmas 
Carol; Unseen Poetry; Writing skills for Lang Papers 1 
and 2; Reading skills for Lang Papers 1 and 2

• How much do they cost? £9 for all 7 books (they are 
normally £2.99-£4.99 per book). Bargain!

• How to order: Through Parent Pay only, details in a 
letter home. Books will then be delivered via your 
English teachers as soon as they arrive. 

• Why should I buy them? Because previous Year 11s 
have found them to be really useful, handy revision 
guides which help you to prepare and feel confident for 
assessments, mocks and final exams. Plus ordering them 
this way will save you loads of money!



GCSE Mathematics

Year 11



Our Exam Board



The Examination



Equipment

➢ All students should have a pair of 

compasses, a protractor and a scientific 

calculator 

➢ Although not necessary, graphical 

calculators can be used and may offer a 

slight advantage to Higher Tier students if

they know how to use them

➢ An opportunity to purchase graphical 

calculators will be available later in the 

school year.  They are required to study A-

Level Mathematics



How to Revise for Mathematics Effectively

➢ Students should avoid making notes 

and posters and instead focus on 

practising questions

➢ They should choose their revision 

topics carefully, prioritising topics 

they find most challenging first



Using Mock Feedback Effectively
These are the topics 

of the questions from 

the mock assessment.

Students should 

focus initially on the 

‘red’ and ‘amber’ 

topics. Students 

should then retry the 

questions from the 

mock assessment to 

check if they have 

improved.



Using the Online Revision Checklist

Every topic in the 

Curriculum broken 

down by strand

A one-click video link 

for examples and 

help

A one-click link to 

exam-style questions 

with worked 

solutions

An interactive 

tracker to self-assess 

understanding



Useful Websites:



Year 11 - CGP Maths Revision Guides

£3.15 per book
RRP: £6.50

• Letter with information about how 
to buy via Parent Pay before half 

term

• Online resources also included



School Support

➢Maths after-school Drop-in and small-

group sessions:

Starting Tuesday 26th September, 

2.50 pm to 3.40 pm

➢Maths Helpdesk - Homework support 

after-school on Thursday in JB2



GCSE Mathematics

Thank you

Please speak to me if you have any 
questions



GCSE Science

Year 11



Combined or Triple Science

• Use GCSEpod, Seneca and Century Tech to recap paper 1 topics
• Continue with Carousel homeworks (will be set up soon)
• physicsandmathstutor.com - it’s biology and chemistry too!
• Savemyexams.com - excellent revision notes
• Cognito videos - subscribe to the channel on YouTube
• Intervention starts next week in SC3 and SC4
• Recap required practicals studied last year
• Bespoke Horsforth revision sites with knowledge organisers, 

past paper questions
• October mock will be mainly paper 1 topics
• Resources and further information on Google Classroom
• Revision you don’t like doing is probably the best type for you!



Biology- topic list for mocks

Difference in timings due to greater depth

Required practicals: 
Microscopy
Osmosis
Food tests
Enzymes
Photosynthesis 

Paper 1 (triple) topics that will NOT be on the 
October mock paper:
Plant diseases & defenses
Monoclonal antibodies
Microbiology required practical



Chemistry topic list for mocks
Required practicals: 
Preparing a salt
Investigating electrolysis
Investigating temperature changes
Carrying out a titration (triple only to be taught in 
September)

Rates of reaction,

Rates of reaction,



Physics topic list for mocks
Required practicals: 
Specific heat capacity
Thermal insulation
Density
Infrared radiation
Reflection and refraction (triple only)

Waves

Waves



Interventions Timetable
Subject Day(s) Time(s) Room(s) Invite only?

French with CMA Wednesdays 2:50pm-3:50pm ML2

French with DSI Wednesdays 2:50pm-3:50pm ML4

Spanish with ECR Wednesdays 2:50pm-3:50pm ML3

Spanish with MGR Wednesdays 2:50pm-3:50pm ML1

Spanish with DMY Thursdays 2:50pm-3:50pm ML4

Mandarin Chinese with EZH Wednesdays + Thursdays 2:50pm-3:50pm ML5

Mandarin Chinese with FQU Wednesdays + Thursdays 2:50pm-3:50pm ML5

Photography intervention (DAQ) Mondays 3pm - 4pm JB4

Maths - Drop-in Tuesdays 2.50 - 3.40 JB2

Maths - Intervention Tuesdays 2.50 - 3.40 Maths rooms Yes

Further Maths Tuesdays 2.50-3.50 pm M1 Yes

Art / Photography Tuesdays / Thursdays 2.50-3.45pm Pottery / Paint / Art

Computer Science - RJE/JHD Mondays / Tuesdays 2.50 - 3.50 JB5

Composition Clinic Thursdays

4pm-5/6pm (after 

choir) Mu2 Yes

English Literature Thursday 2.50-3.50pm E2, E3, E4

History Wednesday 2.50 - 3.50 H1, H2, H3, H4 Yes

Science Wednesday 2.50-3.45pm SC3 and SC4 Yes

Engineering Tuesday (Wed &Thu in April & May coursework submission) Engineering

Geography Wednesdays 2.50-3.50 G1

RS TBC- begin after mocks 

12.10 - 12.50pm 

lunchtime RE2 yes



35+ subjects offered
Highest attaining results in Leeds for the second year running
Purpose built Sixth Form Campus
Enrichment opportunities to support academic success
Extra-Curricular Clubs
Exclusive subject specialist tutors
UCAS and Careers advisor

Please join us at our Sixth Form Open Evening on Thursday 16th

November 2023







Any Questions?

Please stay behind we can answer questions about:

• Exams

• Access arrangements

• Attendance

• Rewards

• Wider pastoral 

• Anything else…


